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END OF LIFE  PLANNING
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When experiencing spiritual distress what belief system 
might the pet carer use for their meaning making?

Is a beating heart and breath taking signs of life?
Aftercare burial vs. cremation might be determined by
belief

Modified by Dignipets for veterinary teams. Originally published by Kagawa-Singer, M., & Backhall, L.
(2001). Negotiating cross-cultural issue at end of life. Journal of Medical Association, 286(3001),2993.

  When the carer has given you permission ask the following
What language are you most comfortable using when
talking about your pet’s end of life care? 
How would you envisage your pet passing away?
Ask about previous experiences

Some pet carers feel that they can not determine life or
death and it is up to their God or faith instead
Identify faith leaders in your practice area and create a
connection so you can refer pet carers in time of need
Time to think is often essential for all parties 

Do you have native speakers or members of the vet
community in-house that share a cultural or religious back
ground with the pet carer?
Email communication
Determine agreed time frames for decision making 

How can we plan with the carers attitude in mind?
At-home dying vs in-clinic dying 
Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) orders 
Oxygen-dependent breathing 
Mechanically-ventilated breathing 
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